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21.10.2026
Hon. Speaker,

Resolution to appoint a Select Committee to enquire into the death of the
tusker 'Kavantissa', the conduct of the relevant authorities, and the
enforcement of wildlife protection laws, and to submit recommendations
to prevent the recurrence of such an incident

WHEREAS, under Article 27(14) of the Constitution, the state is mandated as a
Directive Principle of State Policy to protect, preserve, and improve the environment
for the benefit of the community;

AND WHEREAS, under Article 28(f) of the Constitution, it is declared to be the duty of
every person in Sri Lanka to protect nature and conserve its resources;

AND WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 148 of the Constitution, Parliament has full control
over public finance, and Parliament bears the responsibility to satisfy itself whether the
funds allocated from public revenue for wildlife conservation and human-elephant
conflict management have been duly and effectively utilized;

AND WHEREAS, the tusker "Kavantissa", considered to be among the tallest and
largest tuskers living in Sri Lanka, who roamed the Galgamuwa and Usgala
Siyambalangamuwa areas in the Anuradhapura and Kurunegala Districts for many
years, passed away on 16th October 2026 while receiving treatment from the
Department of Wildlife Conservation since 24th September 2026 for an injury
suspected to have been caused by gunshot;

AND WHEREAS, under the Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance No. 2 of 1937 (as
amended), shooting, injuring, or killing an elephant is a punishable offence, and the
primary responsibility for enforcing the said law and protecting wild elephants rests
with the Department of Wildlife Conservation;

AND WHEREAS, warnings had been issued by environmentalists and the media since
2025 stating that there were gunshot wounds on the body of the tusker "Kavantissa"
and that the said tusker, along with other wild elephants in the area, faced severe
threats to their lives;

AND WHEREAS, intense public concern has been directed toward the necessity of
conducting a proper, transparent, and impartial investigation into this death;

AND WHEREAS, this incident has severely impacted public trust in the wildlife
management system and the protection of the remaining tuskers in Sri Lanka;

01. This Parliament resolves, pursuant to Standing Order 100 of the Standing Orders
of Parliament made under Article 74 of the Constitution, that a Select Committee

1



VI.

VII.

VIHI.

be appointed to inquire into the death of the tusker "Kavantissa", the conduct of
the relevant authorities, and the enforcement of wildlife protection laws, and to
report on the following matters:

The circumstances surrounding the death of the tusker "Kavantissa", the
immediate and long-term causes thereof, the findings of the post-mortem
report, and the health and ecosystemic factors involved;

The manner in which the said tusker was shot or injured, whether illegal
firearms or trap guns were utilized for the same, and the status of legal actions
taken by the relevant authorities in this regard;

The actions taken or omitted by the Department of Wildlife Conservation,
veterinary officers, the subject Ministry, the Sri Lanka Police, and other local
authorities during the period from the warnings reported since 2025 up to the
death, and the adequacy of such actions;

The adequacy of the treatment provided, the methodology of treatment, and the
preparedness of emergency medical treatment and rescue mechanisms for
disabled wild elephants;

The lapses and procedural delays in investigations regarding the enforcement
of the Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance, the National Environmental Act
No. 47 of 1980, and the Firearms Ordinance No. 33 of 1916;

The efficiency and effectiveness of the utilization of funds and resources
allocated for wild elephant conservation and human-elephant conflict
management;

The loss of wild elephant habitats and elephant corridors in the relevant area,
and the land-use decisions that contributed thereto; and

Recommendations regarding necessary legal reforms, the strengthening of
administrative measures, a special program for the conservation of tuskers, and
emergency treatment and protection mechanisms to ensure the protection of
wild elephants, including the remaining tuskers in Sri Lanka.

AND FURTHER;
02. Pursuant to Standing Order 103,

a) The Chairpersons and Members of the said Committee shall be appointed
by the Hon. Speaker from among the Members of Parliament, and
notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Standing Orders, two
Chairpersons shall be appointed to serve as Co-Chairs representing both the
Government and the Opposition, and in the absence of either Chairperson,
a Member selected by the Members present shall preside over the meeting;

03. The said Committee shall have the power to:
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a) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in Standing Order 105, determine
the quorum for meetings of the said Committee;

b) Pursuant to Standing Order 108 and subject to the provisions of the
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act, No. 21 of 1953, summon any
person, take evidence, and order the production of any document or record,
including post-mortem reports, veterinary reports, and field notes;

¢) Pursuant to Standing Order 108, report its opinions and observations to
Parliament together with the minutes of evidence taken before the
Committee, and present a special report on any matter it deems necessary
to bring to the attention of Parliament;

d) Present interim reports to Parliament from time to time;

e) Obtain the services of persons, experts, and institutions, both local and
international, possessing specialized knowledge and expertise in relevant
fields such as wildlife science, veterinary medicine, environmental law,
forensic medicine, and ballistics examination, to assist the Committee;

f) Inspect sites relevant to the inquiry and travel from place to place to hold
meetings; and

g) Pursuant to Standing Order 109, continue its inquiries and meetings
notwithstanding any adjournment or prorogation of Parliament.

04. Pursuant to Standing Order 102, the said Committee shall present its final report
to Parliament within three (03) months from the date of its first meeting, provided that,
if necessary, Parliament may extend the said period up to a specified date.



